
Teaching, sharing and acting on what we believe. 

                           From the Pastor                                             
                                                Rev. Lynn Shoemaker 

 

Here it comes!  There's coolness in the air.  Does it make you happy?  I 

am.....somewhat.  Along with that we have Thanksgiving.  Many of us will 

not be getting together with our extended families due to COVID.  We've 

been through so much--what's to be thankful!  Yes, there has been a lot going on, but there are 

some good things that occurred as I look through my lens.  I will take my family, friends and hugs 

much more seriously.  Limited amount around right now.  I have learned how important it is to keep 

in contact via phone or text with people.  A weekly calendar has been put together.  I realize how 

much I have taken my parents for granted.  Can't see much of mom right now.  The realization that 

I have to take better care of myself has become very evident.  Too busy!  Enjoy the small things 

and laugh a lot. We've made it this far through this disease and (if you're reading this) we're still 

alive.  We've reached out to neighbors and businesses, waiters and waitresses to give a hand 

up.  We walk more, we ride bikes, we hike.  I see families playing together on the playground and 

sitting down to dinner together like we used to do in the 50's and 60's.  So, when you sit down to 

Thanksgiving this year, alone or with others, remember your very own blessings throughout this  

difficult time.  You'll be surprised how many you can find.      In God's Love,     Pastor Lynn     

                   

 

DECEMBER 2020                                         

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
The deadline for the November 2020 newsletter is                                       

Tuesday, November 17th   

Please have all articles to the church office by this date.  

In This Issue… 

   Search Committee Update  

   Conference News 

      Worship Calendar 

   LLC Happenings 

   Mission News 

   College Student Updates 

   And so much more! 

Hospital Code - #451   

Church Office Hours - Monday—Friday 

9:30am to 2:30pm  



A Leadership Update 

 Search Committee Update 

   Hello to everyone from the Search Committee.  In our last update we indicated that we were almost 

done with the writing of our Church Profile.  The Church Profile is a fairly lengthy document which will 

give all sorts of information about our church that a potential pastoral candidate can review to see if 

he/she has any interest in applying for the position.  Perhaps most importantly, the Profile will        

express the congregation’s views of what it wants in a pastor and where we believe the church 

should be headed in the future.  The Committee happily announces that we are indeed done with this 

very important document.  We will be sending a copy of the Profile to Church Board members as well 

as forwarding it on the Conference.  The Conference will then post the Profile for interested          

candidates to review.  

   We have now begun work on preparing for interviews.  This preliminary work will take some time   

as we develop questions and work out logistics/protocols of interviews within this COVID-19          

environment.   

   A very important piece of news is that church leadership has decided rather than seek a part time 

pastor we will be seeking a full time pastor.  We believe this move will among other things, expand 

the pool of potential candidates.   

  We continue to meet most every week after church as we try and move through this process as 

quickly as we can. 

  

Should anyone have any questions or concerns feel free to contact any of us on the committee. 

May the Peace of Christ be with You Always, 

Will Miller, Chair 

willann@ptd.net 

484-358-6786 

  

Search Committee Members 

Chris Freudig 

Hope DeIaco 

Theresa Haffner-Stearns 

Maggie Isamoyer 

Will Miller 

Vern Shade 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

The church office will be closed on Thursday, November 26th and 

Friday, November 27th in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday. 



   Conference News 

The PNEC Board met in late September to hear updates on the financial health of the Conference, 

the plans for the Conference meeting and installation of Rev. Bonnie Bates in November, and       

reports from working subgroups of the Board and Conference Teams. 

The Treasurer reported that the PNEC financial situation as of 8/31 is very stable as a result of    

earlier deposits from investments, the SBA Payroll Protection Plan and a grant, plus a marked      

reduction in expenditures.  Additionally, OCWM income has resumed at almost usual levels.  He 

then went on to present the draft of the proposed operating budget for the 2021 year which was 

compiled by the Budget and Finance Team.  He explained the basis for the estimates incorporated 

into the proposal, including increased revenue anticipated from new initiatives being introduced in 

the last quarter of this year. The Board approved the proposed budget to be added to the agenda of 

the Conference Meeting to be voted upon by the delegates. 

Candidates chosen by the Nominating Committee to fill vacancies on the Committee on Ministry 

were presented and approved.  These nominations, along with those individuals who were approved 

on a provisional basis for other positions when the Spring Conference meeting was cancelled, will 

also be voted upon by the delegates to the Fall Conference meeting.    

The following groups reported on tasks assigned by the Board: 

Program Evaluation – is in the process of surveying members of the Conference Teams for their 

thoughts on the effectiveness of the programs they oversee.  The responses, indicating the impact 

of the programs and their fulfillment of the Conference goals, will be included in a report to the 

Board at a future meeting. 

Governance and Ministry Implementation - this group is also surveying across the Conference to 

learn if this system is functioning well and meeting the needs of all those who interact with the 

Board while carrying out the work of the Conference. These responses will also be summarized for 

the Board in the upcoming weeks. 

The Generosity Team – has been working diligently to enhance the presentations of the budget 

presentations at the Conference meeting to augment them with videos and graphics, focusing on 

impact more than numbers.  They will also launch the kick-off of a new Individual Gifts program to 

augment OCWM giving that is hoped to increase the scope of future programs and positive impact 

through the Conference efforts. 

Fall Conference Meeting Planning Team - is finalizing all aspects of the business meeting and   

installation of the Conference Minister.  It will be a virtual meeting, accommodating about 300     

attendees over Zoom, and incorporating a way for the elected delegates to vote and have those 

votes tabulated.  The few individuals who will be attending in person (largely technical support) will 

be hosted by Church of the Good Shepherd in Slatedale. 

Under the heading of new business, Conference Minister Bonnie Bates requested Board approval 

for a drive-through voter registration event to be held at the Conference office in conjunction with the 

“Our Faith, Our Vote” program of the UCC.  She would invite representatives for the Carbon Co.   

Bureau of Elections/Voter Registration Office and the Palmerton Borough Office to participate.  The 

Board approved this request and the event will take place on 10/10.  

 As always, if you have any questions about the work of the PNEC, please feel free to contact      

Helena Lindquist at hklindquist@ptd.net. 

A Leadership Update 



November Worship 2020 

 On-site services at 10:15AM  for those who feel comfortable doing so…  

 Masks need to be worn and hand sanitizer is provided.   

 There will be no passing of the peace.   

 The offering basket will be located mid-way down the center aisle.   

 Social distancing is to be observed, so please be patient entering and leaving the sanctuary.  
 

We will also still live stream worship on our "Longswamp UCC" Facebook page starting at 10:15am. 

It will be uploaded after worship to our "Longswamp United Church of Christ" YouTube Channel. 
 

November Calendar Themes & Events:  

Nov. 1 - “Partners in Service” - All Saints Sunday 

Nov. 8 - “Tending God’s Light” - Stewardship Sunday, Veterans Day Remembrance 

Nov. 15 - “Extravagant Opportunity” - Holy Communion  

Nov. 22 - “Reigning Compassion” - Reign of Christ - Thanksgiving Sunday 

Nov. 29 - “Where Are You, God?” - First Sunday in Advent 

       

 

All Saints Sunday 

On Sunday, November 1st,  we will once again be honoring the memory    

of those who have died  during the past year.  Those being honored in 

memory this year are … 

   Max G.H. Bleiler, Dan H. Eck , James D. Mabry, Ronald K. Reimert,                

    Reynolds E. Jenkins, Sr., Jean D. Szoke, Rev. Sterling A. Schnell,                      

    Thomas P. Gross, and Clark K. Hamm.                                     

We ask family members still connected with the church to notify relatives and friends.  Anyone who 

wishes to bring in a votive candle in memory of a loved one may do so. Also, anyone who wishes to 

have their loved ones name included, may call the church office.. 

 

 

 

 

         ELECTION DAY                          DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS  

 Tuesday, November 3, 2020                  Sunday, November 1, 2020 

Sharing our Faith  



Sharing our Faith  

 

                                                    Veteran’s Day Celebration 

On November 10th, Scout Troop #575  will be with us for our Annual Veterans’ Sunday           

Observance. We hope you will all be present and invite your friends and relatives to join you;       

honoring not only those who have given their lives for freedom, but also all those women and    

men presently serving in our Armed Forces. 

LUCC MEMBERS WHO ARE CURRENTLY ENLISTED:     

Alexander Jenkins   (U.S. Army)  

               Zachary Rachor (U.S. Army)                     
 

LUCC MEMBERS WHO HAVE SERVED: 

Raymond J. Conrad, Jr.                            Harold Dankel                    Dan Eck                              Robert Fritz        

Thomas Hemphill                    Larry Herbert                     William Charles Lantz           Winfield Lease           

 Richard Rachor, Jr.                Larry Sechler                       Matthew Shade                     Paul Stoudt             

Derek Strunk                            George Unger                     Francis Zettlemoyer 

Deepest Sympathy… 

Thomas P. Gross, 62, of Topton, PA, formerly of Philadelphia, passed away on Monday, 

October 5th 2020, at Lehigh Valley Hospital-Cedar Crest, Allentown.  He is survived by his        

beloved Fiancé Theresa Haffner. A  Memorial Service was held on Saturday, October 10th at 

Longswamp United Church of Christ and a Graveside Service was held following at Holy        

Sepulchre Cemetery, Philadelphia, PA. 
 

Clark K. Hamm, 75, of Breinigsville, passed away on Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at home. 

He was the husband of the late Marlene S. (Snyder) Hamm. Among his survivors are his father-in-

law, William “Charlie” Lantz. Services were held Tuesday, October 13th at Schmoyer Funeral 

Home, Breinigsville.    

                              Keep their family and friends in your thoughts and prayers. 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Services  
Wednesday, November 25 at 7:00 p.m.  

Community Services will be held at both Christ Mertz Lutheran Church, Dryville,  

and at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Mertztown.  



Teaching What We Believe  
 

Longswamp Learning Center News... 

LLC Director Completes Her 1st Year 

The Longswamp Learning Center staff and Board of Directors would like to    

congratulate Sharon Wetzel on completing her first year as our Director on Wednesday, October 28, 

2020.  Sharon is to be commended for doing a FANTASTIC JOB leading LLC through a very tough 

year especially through the pandemic.  She worked the entire time through our closure from March 

17 - June 5, 2020.   She has greatly improved our programs throughout the past year.  

 

Looking for Quality Child Care? 

Are you or someone you know in need of quality childcare for your/their child(ren) (6 months old - 

5th grade)?  If so, Longswamp Learning Center (LLC) has openings in all of our programs.   Our  

play-based curriculum is a great way to give children lots of “hands-on” learning experiences.    

Please contact Sharon Wetzel (610-682-9750; sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com) for more              

information about enrolling your child at Longswamp Learning Center. 

 

“Mask-a-Rade” Parade 

    Come and join the children, families, and staff of the Longswamp  Learning    

    Center for our “Mask-a-Rade” Parade at 10:30 AM on Friday, October 30,  

     2020.   Our LLC students and teachers will be parading around the parking lot  

     in their Halloween costumes.  The children will be decorating  their own treat  

     bags with stickers,  markers and crayons.  During our “Mask-a-Rade” Parade,  

      we will need to maintain a safe distance (6 feet or more)  between families.    

We ask all attendees to wear a mask even though we will be outdoors.  Our LLC staff will be wearing 

masks as well.   This special event will be cancelled if it is raining that morning.   Hope to see you 

there! 

Friendship Discussion Hour  

- An adult Christian Education experience,       

  Sunday mornings from 9-10 a.m. in Fegely Hall 
 

Nov. 8th & 22nd  

Bible study: 20/20 Spiritual Vision 

       Everyone is welcome! 

Contact person: Chris Freudig  at chris@longswampucc.com 

mailto:sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com
mailto:chris@longswampucc.com


Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 

LUCC ACTS on its FAITH! 

                                 As “Acting” Lead in charge of our missions here at Longswamp UCC, I would       

                              like to express my sincerest gratitude to everyone who very generously supported 

                              our October 2020 mission, Friend, Inc. Community Services, outside of Kutztown.  

It was great to have several of our Longswamp Learning Center families and staff participate in our 

food drive by donating the items that are desperately needed by our neighbors.  The Northeastern 

Berks Food Pantry, which is run by Friend, Inc. Community Services, helps residents of the        

Brandywine, Fleetwood, and Kutztown School Districts who are suffering from food insecurity.  It 

was great to kick off our Food Drive with Laura Moyer, a case manager at Friend, Inc. Community 

Services, speaking at our 10:15 AM worship service on Sunday, October 11, 2020, about the many 

services they offer there.  The Blessing of the Animals and our Drive-Thru Drop-Off Food Drive for 

the benefit of the Northeastern Berks Food Pantry were held after the worship service that 

day.  Thank you to Chris Freudig, Will Miller, and Vern Shade for their help during the Drive-Thru 

Drop-Off Food Drive on Sunday, October 1, 2020.  Also, a big “thank you” to Will Miller for            

volunteering to transport everything to Friend, Inc. on Friday, October 23, 2020.   What a wonderful 

way to help our neighbors in the three local school districts who are having trouble putting food on 

their tables.  Thank you so much for your generous donations of non-perishable food, personal care 

items, cleaning supplies, and pet food.  As of the writing of this article, we have received monetary 

donations of $635.00 for the Northeastern Berks Food Pantry.   God bless each and every one of 

you!      Jill Shade 

 

November 2020 Local Mission:  

The Jarett Yoder Foundation 

Have you ever heard of the Jarett Yoder Foundation?   In case you haven’t, allow me to tell you 

about it.  Jarett’s parents, Gary and Diane Yoder, started the nonprofit in memory of their 26-year-old 

son, who was a 2005 graduate of Oley Valley High School and a member of the Pennsylvania      

National Guard, who died in April 2013 while deployed in Afghanistan.  They opened the Operation 

Heroes Patriot House near Brandywine Heights Middle School.  They have dedicated themselves to 

helping veterans who fall on bad times.    

 

LUCC’s local mission for the month of November is the Jarett Yoder Foundation.  We will accept 

monetary donations from November 8 - November 30, 2020, so the foundation may continue to    

support veterans and their families in our area in many ways - helping them find work, food, housing, 

medical care, and emotional support.   Let’s ACT on our FAITH and show our appreciation for      

everything our local veterans have done to fight for our freedom.   Diane Yoder will be our guest 

speaker at our Veterans Day service at 10:15 AM on Sunday, November 8, 2020.  Please come out, 

and show your support of the Jarett Yoder Foundation and all the work they do for the veterans of 

our community.  Don’t forget to wear red, white, and blue (and a mask, of course) as we show our 

patriotism. 



Getting to Know Our LUCC College, 
Grad School, and Med School Students 

 

LUCC’s original plans to assemble care packages for our members who are in college, grad school, 
and med school back in late February and March didn’t materialize due to the pandemic.  Therefore, 
the care packages were recently put together and then either delivered or mailed to our members 
who are currently furthering their education.  We thought it would be nice to share some interesting 
information about these very special students.  LUCC is very proud of each and every one of you! 
 

Kaitlyn Gross is majoring in Graphic Design in Temple University ’s Tyler School of Art.  She   
resides in Philadelphia while taking all of her classes virtually. She is planning to graduate in 2022.  
After graduation, Kaitlyn hopes to return to Italy (she studied there right before the pandemic) to    
pursue a career in graphic design there. 
 

Mackenzie Gross is in the 4 ½ year MBA Program at Bloomsburg University. Her major is     
Accounting and her minor is Fraud.  Mackenzie is currently taking all of her classes virtually while she 
resides on campus. She expects to graduate in the fall of 2022 or the spring of 2023.  After  satisfying 
her CPA requirements, Mackenzie’s goal is to join the FBI or CIA to pursue a career in fraud           
investigation. 
 

Allison Isamoyer is a nursing student at Cedar Crest College in Allentown. She lives at home 
with her family in Mertztown and commutes to Allentown every day. Her classes are currently  in-
person and virtual. Allison has clinicals at various area hospitals. She is planning to graduate in the 
spring of 2021.    
 

Maggie Isamoyer is currently taking one online class per 8-week semester at Rocky Mountain 
College of Art and Design in Denver, Colorado, to get her Bachelor’s of Fine Arts in Illustration,     
concentrating in Children’s Book Illustration. Maggie hopes to graduate in about 4 years. In addition 
to working full-time while she’s taking online classes, Maggie is very involved at LUCC. She’s        
currently serving on the Pastoral Search Committee and has been the Secretary of our Longswamp 
Learning Center Board of Directors for the past three years. 
 

Garrett Jenkins is a Dean’s List student at Temple University. He is a Biology major with a         
Cognitive Neuroscience minor. He plans to graduate in May of 2022.  All of Garrett’s classes are    
virtual this semester and he’s currently living on campus. Garrett is working in a National Institute of 
Health (NIH) lab doing cancer research with a Temple professor.  He hopes to go to medical school 
upon graduation.    
 

Valerie Jenkins is in her 4th and final year of Medical School at the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine in Baltimore, MD.  She is a full-time student taking all in-person classes this      
semester.  Valerie’s back in the hospital on clinical rotations after having to take online classes earlier 
in the pandemic. She will graduate with a Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degree in May 2021. She plans 
to pursue her residency in Psychiatric Medicine in June 2021 after graduating from medical school. 
 

Jenna Masenheimer is currently a junior at Millersville University. She is majoring in Music   
Business Technology. Jenna is taking all online classes this semester while living on campus. She is 
serving as a Resident Assistant (RA) on the Millersville campus. Jenna is planning to graduate in 
2022.     
 

Courtney Moyer attends Kutztown University where she is majoring in environmental science.  
She will either minor in geography or have a double major.  She has interned with the Army Corp of 
Engineers at Blue Marsh Lake. She keeps busy working and going to school. She is planning to  
graduate in 2022.                                                                                           [continued on next page] 

   

Family & Community Updates  



Family & Community Updates  

Getting to Know Our LUCC College, 
Grad School, and Med School Students Continued… 

 

Cindy Snyder has been teaching for Teach America for the 3rd year in Boise, Idaho, She is  
currently pursuing her Master’s Degree in Education from Johns Hopkins University. Cindy hopes to 
graduate in Spring 2021.    
 

Nicholas Strunk is double majoring in Computer Science and Computer Security at East 
Stroudsburg University. He’s currently taking his classes remotely from home. Nick plans to graduate 
in 2023. 
 

Skylar Strunk is a freshman nursing student at West Chester University.  She is taking her    
classes remotely from home. Skylar is planning to graduate in 2024. Skylar swims for the West   
Chester University Golden Rams.     
 
 

Thank you Notes… 

Thank you so much for the scholarship that was sent to me. I just stopped home yesterday to pick it 

up. In times like this, money for books and programs is so valuable and hard to come by. I really     

appreciate the support I received and am still receiving from the church family. I’m thrilled to be a part 

of the family to this day. Again, thank you so much.  -Jenna Masenheimer  
 

I just wanted to pass along a thank you to you and to the church for thinking of me. I just got the care 

package you guys sent (it was stuck at the campus mailroom for a few days) and am incredibly   

grateful. Thank you for everything you do to make members who are far away still feel like we’re a 

part of the family. I hope you all are well and God is smiling on you during this time.   

-Jenna Masenheimer  
 

Thank you for the package!  It’s just what I needed to keep going through this semester.  I really     

appreciate it!   Kaitlyn Gross 
 

Dear Jill Shade, 

    Thank you for putting together such a thoughtful and tasty care package for myself and all the other 

students from Longswamp UCC.  We appreciate it so much and it was incredibly kind to be reminded 

of my lovely church family during studying for my medical board exams as well as preparing residency 

applications.  Thank you again and God Bless.  Love, Valerie Jenkins 

OUR LONGSWAMP U.C.C. FOOD SALE ORDERS                                                   

WERE DUE ON OCTOBER 31ST! 

REMEMBER TO PICK UP YOUR ORDER! 

DRIVE THRU PICK UP AND PAY FOR YOUR ORDER DAY IS ON… 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14th @ 11 A.M. ~ 2 P.M. 

DRIVE UP TO OUR FRONT CHURCH DOOR TO PICK UP YOUR ORDER! 



Family & Community Updates  

Church Staff  

Supply Pastor -  Rev. Lynn  Shoemaker                    

lynn@longswampucc.org                     

717-836-2050 

Organist & Choir Director -                  

Ann Mabry Miller                                   

willann@ptd.net 

Office Administrator & Newsletter Editor-

Dawn Strunk                                       

secretary@longswampucc.org            

610-682-6230 

Evening Housekeeper -  (Mon.—Thurs.)                   

Nancy Weymouth 

LLC Director - Sharon Wetzel            

sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com 

610-682-9750 

Church Board President - Laurie Heagy   

laurie@longswampucc.org                   

610-682-4735 

   

  November Birthdays           &      November Anniversaries  

  3   Larry Sechler                                                          Nov. 1, 1958 Fern & Robert Reidnauer  

  4   Jill Shade                                                                Nov. 5, 1983 Christine & Robert Freudig 

  9  MacKenzie Heagy                                                  Nov. 9, 1968 Susan & Norman Voortman 

14  Dennis Reppert                                                      Nov. 15, 1986 Rita & Steve Walbert 

16  JoAnn Jones                                                                    Nov. 15, 1986 Suzette & Christopher Ward 

18  Charlene Rachor                                                   

20 Hope DeIaco  

23  Wilma Lease, Kathy Shupp 

25  Gale Cope 

27  Garrett Jenkins 

29  Jessica Steventon                    

2020 Altar Flower/Bulletin 

Sponsor Sign-Up Sponsors  

Cost is $35.00 for Altar Flowers and               

$10.00 for Bulletins per Sunday.  

    Open Dates:  November 15, 22, 29, 2020 

 If you wish to sponsor the Altar Flowers or        

Bulletins, please contact the Church Office,        

610-682-6230 or sign up on the bulletin board in 

the foyer of the sanctuary on the right side  hallway 

when entering the sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations                                   

to Robert & Samantha Schubach on the           

exciting news that they are expecting a baby in 

April of 2021!  We can’t wait to see Copper and 

Remy as big brothers!   



Church Business 

September 2020 Financial      

Information 
Income and Expenses 

Member giving  $    4,849.90 

Other income  $    3,988.73 

Total income  $    8,838.63 

Expenses  $   (5,803.16)  

Net income (gain)  $    3,035.47 

Building Fund expenses  $    8,581.60 

Building Fund Income  $ 16, 435.46 

Memorial Fund Expenses  $       540.58 

 

Notes from the Treasurer 
 

 

Included in Other income are the lease payment 

from Sprint in the amount of $1,725, the Learning 

Center facility use payment of $2,245. Included in 

Building Fund income is a disbursement in the 

amount of $16,435 from the Capital Improvement 

Fund investment account. Included in Memorial 

Fund expenses is the purchase of a printer for the 

church office for $540.58. Included in Building 

Fund expenses are $893.98 for water testing for 2 

months, $397.97 for electric service, $1,350 for 

cleaning for 2 months, $625 for mowing and      

trimming, $352 for heating oil budget payment, 

$1,209.60 for renewal of the annual pest control 

contract and additional services and $3,391 for the 

quarterly insurance premium for the church         

insurance package.  

Account Balances (as of 9/30/2020) 

General Fund Checking     $ 38,553.66 

Contingency Fund Checking $   3,021.04 

Memorial Fund Checking $   5,280.26 

Memorial Fund CD $ 10,253.42  

Building Fund Checking  $  13,421.53 

Holiday Shoppers… Sign up 

for Amazon Smile! 

As you begin holiday shopping online,            

remember to use Amazon Smile 

(smile.amazon.com)! If you do, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 

price of your eligible Amazon purchases (at no extra cost to 

you) to LUCC. Here’s how to enroll: 

 Go to smile.amazon.com 

 Type and select “Longswamp United Church of Christ” in        

      the search box 

 You can begin shopping to help support our Church! 

Note: In order for LUCC to receive credit, you must begin each 

shopping experience at www.smile.amazon.com. Please email 

secretary@longswampucc.org with any questions.  



Longswamp Church 

Planting seeds of faith by teaching,         
sharing and acting on what we believe.   
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