
Teaching, sharing and acting on what we believe. 

                           From the Pastor                                                       
                       Rev. Dr. Katherine E. Brearley 

Dear Members and Friends, 

October 31
st
 is the day when Protestant church people give thanks for all the 

efforts of the great reformers. Without people like John Wycliffe we would not 

be reading the Bible in English. Without people like former nun Katharina von 

Bora – who insisted on marrying Martin Luther himself – we might not have 

had married clergy. Without Martin Luther we might not have the joy of          

receiving both bread and wine in communion. Without Charles Wesley we 

might not have the congregational singing that we love. Between them, these, 

and many other great reformers, set us free from the fear of the spells of    

witches and wizards. They put the Bible in our hands, they put great music in 

our lips, and they spread the table of Holy Communion for all believers. 

But in our celebrations we do well to remember that not one of these people was perfect. They 

flung open the doors of the gospel message, but they were also flawed human beings – as we all 

are. Martin Luther’s anti-Jewish comments were used by Hitler when he justified the Holocaust. In 

Switzerland, John Calvin had zero tolerance for Christians who did not believe in infant baptism, 

and they were burned at the stake. In Britain, people who remained Roman Catholic faced           

discrimination and persecution because the authorities feared they could be    

traitors … and some (encouraged by the Pope) were traitors. 

We can learn a lesson from the Bible which presents great leaders as people who 

still make mistakes. We read, for example, of King David who sent one of his    

finest warriors to his death so David could marry 

the man’s wife, Bathsheba. We read of the Apostle 

Peter who – in the heat of the moment – denied 

that he even knew Jesus. We read of the Apostle 

Paul who, as a young man, stood by approvingly 

as Stephen was stoned to death for being a Christian witness. Yet 

the story of the Bible is that God’s justice, mercy, and righteousness 

always manage to shine through the deeds of God’s people, flawed 

though they are. Today we are God’s people. 

So enjoy this month’s Hallowe’en celebrations, and give thanks to 

the Protestant Reformers that we know it’s just a lot of fun. We know 

we belong to Christ who is Lord both of the living and the dead. 

Best wishes, Pastor Kathy 
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Sharing our Faith  

October Sunday Worship 10:15am 

Foundations of Our Community 

Sunday,       

Oct. 6 

Our Foundation – we are a worldwide fellowship. World Wide Communion for churches 

of the Reformed tradition. Guest Preacher Rev. Dr. David Deremer. Scriptures: John 

14:15-21 “If you love me you will obey my commandments” Acts 17:22-31 Paul speaks 

in Athens to non-believers. Our Neighbors in Need All Church Offering is received. 

Sunday,  

Oct. 13        

Our Foundation – we were called out of slavery. Scriptures: Exodus 13:17-22 leaving 

Egypt; Luke 17:11-19 Jesus heals ten men. Kid song from “Deep Blue Connects”. 

Sunday,  

Oct. 20  

Celebrating Harvest Home. Holy Communion. Exodus 15:22-27 and Luke 8: 4-15 The 

Parable of the Sower. Faith World for Children. Watch a video of a parade and the 

mayor of Deep Blue Shores giving an inspiring speech. Special Harvest Home           

refreshments. 

Sunday,  

Oct. 27  

Celebration of Reformation Sunday. Scriptures Exodus 20:1-21 Ten Commandments; 

Luke 18:9-17 The Pharisee and the Tax Collector. Our final special collection for the 

Food Pantry – cleaning products, Let’s imagine we are washing away every witch,    

wizard, and hobgoblin to get ready for All Saint’s Day. 

Sunday 

Nov. 3 

Observance of All Saints Day. Reading the names of our departed loved ones.        

Scriptures Ephesians 1:15-23 The Church is Christ’s body. A Foundational Story: Adam 

and Eve. 

              Christmas is Coming! 

Hope DeIaco is already planning our next Christmas Pageant 

and she invites YOU to be a part. There is a part for everyone so 

add your name to the sign up sheet in church, or on the notice 

board, or call Hope at 610-966-4663 to express your interest. 

 

Hospital Code - #451   

Church Office Hours - 9:30am to 2:30pm  

Hospitals are no longer permitted to list patients under a church code number unless requested to 

do so by the patient. There is a good chance that we will not know that you are in the hospital     

unless you contact us. Be sure to have someone call the church office and/or the pastor when you 

are hospitalized. Thank you!  

Sharing our Faith  



A Leadership Update 

Conference News 

At the start of September, it seems everyone kicks into gear and activities resume at a quickened 

pace.  The more leisurely routine of summer is forgotten already. The Penn Northeast Conference is 

no different.  Conference Board meetings, Executive Committee, Ministry Teams and some areas of 

Conference work (like Search and Call and Finance) that don’t have the luxury of a quiet spell in 

summer are all back at work in full force. 

The Board meeting in late August included the first review of the proposed Conference Budget for 

2020 as submitted by the Budget and Finance Committee.  The Board approved forwarding its    

recommendation to the full Conference Meeting to be held Nov 1-2, 2019 for a final vote.  

The Moderator and Conference Minister summarized a conversation with their respective counter-

parts from Pennsylvania Southeast Conference which took place during the General Synod Meeting 

in Milwaukee in June.  The discussion concerned the unsuccessful efforts to unite into a new     

Eastern PA Conference and how we might get past the sadness and hurt of that failure and            

re-initiate steps toward the goal of unity. As a first step, the two Conference Ministers will attend the 

upcoming meetings of the governing body of the other Conference for candid conversations about 

the communication breakdown, and perhaps issue a joint letter to all members of both Conferences. 

PNEC will also offer a healing worship around the previously unsuccessful unity effort to take place 

at our Fall Conference meeting in November. 

A more concerted effort to improve communications coming from the Conference to the churches is 

being initiated.  One step has been to include a summary of Board discussions and actions in This 

Week in PNEC for all to read and seek additional information if they wish.  In coming weeks, the 

Board will focus on explaining the upcoming vote on making Rev. Bonnie Bates the Settled         

Conference Minister at the November meeting, including why it is being done, her background and 

her vision for the future of PNEC.  

Other actions taken included approving Rev. Ken Fuller to fill a vacancy on the Committee on      

Ministry until the full Conference can vote on his appointment in November.  The Board also voted 

to approve the Committee on Ministry’s Compensation Recommendations for all Authorized        

Ministers for the upcoming year. And they approved the request from the Disaster Response       

Ministry Team to begin planning another “mission rebuild” trip to Puerto Rico next year to help    

continue the recovery from Hurricane Maria. 

As always, if you have any questions about the work of the PNEC, please feel free to contact      

Helena Lindquist at hklindquist@ptd.net. 

mailto:hklindquist@ptd.net


A Leadership Update 

Welcome New Building Manager …              
Elliott Smith 

Our Vision 2020 Plan called for a new part time position of “Building 

Manager” so that campus concerns could be quickly and professionally 

addressed, allowing all our groups to follow their mission. Our first  

Building Manager, Tom Vose, has moved out of the area but we are 

pleased to introduce our new Building Manager Elliott Smith. Elliott and 

his wife of 29 years, Kathleen, have lived for the last 8 years in Kutztown 

in a house built by his great grandfather Johann. They have three boys 

Ethan (28), Elijah (22) and Noah (21) and run a family business Elliott 

and Sons – Handymen on the Move. Elliott likes woodworking and jazz, 

and likes to eat funny cake. 

Elliott is here to keep our campus welcoming and safe for all of our families and staff. It is also his 

responsibility to help each group fulfill its mission in accordance with our Vision 2020 plan. His 

church e-mail is Elliott@longswampucc.org.  

Property Updates...    
 

Tree Removal: This past month we took down several trees on the property that were          

affecting the safety of the children, Surrounding the playground. 

Lawn: The sod repair has been growing in well thanks to everyone involved. 

Well: The well situation has been resolved and we are keeping an eye on it. 

Window Damage: The window situation will be resolved soon. 

In the next two weeks, Looking forward to getting all these projects done before winter. 
 

If anyone has any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the Property Team  (Elliott 

Smith, Fran Zettlemoyer, Don Siegfried, Dean Shoemaker, Rick Rachor, Bob Fritz) 

Please contact Maintenance Manager, Elliott Smith at elliott@longswampucc.org  with any        

questions.  

PCRC Reminders... 
Please remember that there is a Pastoral-Congregational Relations Committee in place to address 

any and/or all conflicts or issues concerning the Pastor and a member of the Congregation. Even  

issues between Congregants are welcome. The idea is, after a lengthy Genogram (the history of our 

church) was done by the leadership in March, we want to address any conflicts or potential conflicts 

as soon as they arise. All issues are handled with a personal touch and complete security and       

privacy. Remember, conflicts will always arise wherever people work together...how we process 

them makes all the difference. Contact Kim Jenkins 610-858-4152 to speak to the head of PCRC 

and to have your concern or conflict addressed and worked through fairly and thoroughly. We all 

love our church...let's address small issues before they become larger and more insurmountable. 

The mission of our church and her membership depends on it!    

mailto:Elliott@longswampucc.org




Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 
             

           PA Dutch Bazaar:  

        Saturday, November 9th      9am - 2 pm 

     Come connect with your church family and our community!    

                                    SPREAD THE WORD!!   

Help make this years bazaar a huge success!!  Sign up sheets for helping in 

the kitchen, set up, tear down, baking are available in the Narthex or contact Diane Shoemaker at 

484-256-4933 or email dcshoemaker99@gmail.com. 

Openings are still available for Crafter/Vendors.  Contact Diane or Laurie Heagy 

(laurie@longswamplearningcenter.com.) 

Bake Sale: 

Requests from shoppers:  Whoopie Pies and cut-outs.  Thank you Cindy Conrad for making some 

cut-outs last year.  Gluten-free options are also recommended - Thank you Tina Isamoyer for     

making Rice Krispie treats. 
 

Please label items-what it is. 

Also specify if item contains nuts/peanut butter. 

Any baked goods are appreciated very much!!  100% profit!!  Hope to see everyone there!!! 

Thanks for Acting on Your Faith 

Once again LUCC and Longswamp Learning Center hosted a 

table at Battle of the Bands, an event to strengthen our      

community spirit. This was possible because of the generosity 

of the congregation in supplying candy for our table, and the 

willingness of church members and Learning Center staff to 

welcome people to our table. Our display was set up at the 

start by Pastor Kathy, Dawn & Derek Strunk and torn down at the end, by Dawn & Derek Strunk 

and we appreciate their dedication. Thank you to the Tina Isamoyer, Maggie Isamoyer & Allison 

Isamoyer, Diane Shoemaker, Sylvia Conrad, Theresa Haffner, and Ann Miller. 

In addition one of our High School students, Jonah Teel, was one of the band performers. Jonah 

is now thinking of  making a career in music. 



Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 

OCTOBER MISSIONS… 

This Month’s OCWM Offering Supports… HONG KONG 

Our mission partner in Hong Kong is the Interfaith Cooperation Forum (ICF), a regional network in 

Asia that helps young people ages 20-30 to work for interfaith justice and peace. There are 

900,000 Christians in Hong Kong and recently they have 

been working to find a way to keep demonstrations          

nonviolent. The ICF helps young people understand how 

power is used in society, and     

empowers them to address human 

rights violations. Christians in Hong Kong are very concerned that the 

Chinese government is planning to take away their religious freedom. Our 

Church’s Wider Mission gifts support the work of the Hong Kong Interfaith 

Cooperation Forum. The OCWM envelope is found in the envelope packet on the first Sunday of 

the month. There is also an envelope provided in the pew for your convenience. 

 

Supports the Brandywine Food Pantry 

Gluten-free products and sugar free products are greatly appreciated. 

Sunday October 13
th

 Please bring canned VEGETABLES such as    

kidney beans, black beans, creamed corn, pork and beans, sweet peas, 

carrots and yams. 

Sunday October 20
th

 Harvest Home 

Bring everything (boxed or canned goods) that reminds you of the joy of harvest. Our Altar Guild 

will decorate the sanctuary as we thank God and bless our neighbors who use the Food Pantry. 

Sunday October 27
th

 For Reformation Sunday we remember that our strict Puritan forebears     

believed cleanliness was next to godliness. To wash the Devil out of Topton and Longswamp 

Township please bring cleaning items such as shampoo, laundry powder, tissues, toilet paper,   

paper towels, tooth paste, combs, hairbrushes, toothbrushes, feminine products, Mr. Clean, bar 

soap, room deodorizer. 

Your financial gifts October 13 – October 27
th
 will support the Food Pantry. Thank you for acting on 

your faith. 

 



Teaching What We Believe  
 

Longswamp Learning Center Updates 

          Looking for Quality Child Care? 

We are extremely proud of our Longswamp Learning Center, a mission of 

LUCC for 33 years. We hope to continue to serve our community by       

providing quality childcare for many years to come.   We are so fortunate to have a fantastic LLC 

administration and staff who are extremely dedicated to providing the absolute best care for each 

and every one of the children in their care. 

                   Are you or someone you know in need of quality childcare for your/their child(ren) (6 months old 

- 5th grade)?  If so, Longswamp Learning Center (LLC) has openings in three of our six programs 

(preschool, community preschool, and our before/after school care which is housed at Brandywine 

Heights Elementary School.)  Currently, there is a waiting list for our Infant, Toddler 1 (1-year-olds) 

and Toddler 2 (2-year-olds) rooms. Our play-based curriculum is a great way to give children lots of 

“hands-on” learning experiences.   Please contact Becki Swoyer, the director, via email 

(becki@longswamplearningcenter.com) or by calling the LLC office (610-682-9750) for more        

information about enrolling your child in Longswamp Learning Center. 

 

      Summer Camp 2020 Fundraiser 

A big “THANK YOU” to the LUCC members who purchased subs and/or pretzel sandwiches from 

Longswamp Learning Center’s fundraiser on Wednesday, September 18, 2019!  The LLC staff will 

hold several fundraisers during the school year in hopes of defraying the transportation costs for 

Summer Camp 2020. Thanks again for your continued support, and we hope you enjoyed your 

sandwiches! 

 
 

Hiring Process for Our New LLC Director 

The LLC Board and one additional LUCC member are working diligently to find the best candidate 

to serve as LLC’s new Director.  We advertised the position on several online job boards for almost 

three weeks and on LLC’s Facebook page during the first week of September.  We received five 

applications from which we chose the two most qualified candidates to interview on Friday,         

September 27, 2019. Our goal is to hire the new LLC Director as soon as possible so that she may 

work closely with Becki for the last 2 or 3 weeks before Friday, November 8, 2019, her final day at 

Longswamp Learning Center. It is extremely important to us to find the best candidate who will    

continue to move the Longswamp Learning Center forward into the future.  

mailto:becki@longswamplearningcenter.com


Teaching What We Believe  
 

                       Faith World     
                                                                     Kickoff  
           

Sunday, September 15, 2019 was a 

very special day at LUCC as we kicked 

off Faith World for the 2019 - 2020 

year.  We were so fortunate to have 

Marian Gehman, a well-known ventriloquist from Berks 

County, and her puppets back for the second year to share a 

very meaningful message with us.  (God truly performed a 

miracle and restored Marian’s voice after she had laryngitis 

for 2 days before her performance.) Marian and one of her 

puppets told the story of David and Goliath.  Laurie Heagy 

and Carson Isamoyer were asked to 

serve as human puppets. You both 

did an awesome job, Laurie and  

Carson! Lunch (hot dogs, ice cream, 

etc.) was served after the service. It 

was a beautiful September day and 

we were able to have lunch outside 

the front entrance to the church.   A 

BIG THANK YOU to everyone who 

attended and also those who helped prepare for this special 

service and the luncheon.          

 

Friendship            

Discussion Hour      

Is Back 

  - An adult Christian Education 

experience,  Sunday mornings 

from 9-10 a.m. in Fegely Hall 

October 13 and 27 
 

2020 VISION: Do you know 

there is such a thing as 20/20 

spiritual eyesight? Well, there is! 

It’s the way God sees us and it’s 

the way He created us to see, but 

sometimes, we need to get a 

checkup to refresh our lenses so 

we can see clearly- exactly the 

way God wants us to see- with 

20/20 spiritual vision. Can you 

imagine knowing you saw all God 

wanted you to see, when and 

how he wanted you to see it? 

And that you fulfilled your God 

given purpose? 

 

Contact person: 

chris@longswampucc.com 

Thanks for Sharing Your Faith 
We were blessed with a beautiful summer day on September 15th for our Fall Kickoff event of 

Christian puppets. Despite having a sore throat ventriloquist Marian thrilled the congregation with a 

full performance and Christian message – thank you Marian. We also thank all who helped with the 

set up and food service, especially Jill Shade, our Confirmation students Carson and Zoey, and 

Laurie who ended up as cook even though it was her birthday.    ~ Pastor Kathy  

mailto:chris@longswampucc.com


Family & Community Updates  
   

  October Birthdays              &         October Anniversaries  

    2    Dylan Weaknecht                                                  Oct. 10, 1964  Judy & Larry Sechler 

    6    Courtney Moyer                                                    Oct. 11, 1986 Pamela & Scott Dierolf 

    7   Karen McPherson, Shirley Solt                             Oct. 14, 1995 Sarah & Jim Marburger 

    8   Marilyn Herbert                                                     Oct. 18, 2014 Jenna & David Synnamon   

  10  Sarah Reichel                                                        Oct. 26, 1968 Susan & Franklin Sterner 

  11  Stephen Ward                                                        

  14   Helen Bower                                                                     

  23   Michael Fredericks                                                    

      24  Helena Lindquist                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                      

If you are a member of the church and would like your birthday 

and/or anniversary listed in upcoming newsletters or if there is a 

correction, please contact the church office at 610-682-6230. 

Thank you Notes & Personal thank you’s… 

Dear Friends at Longswamp United Church of Christ, 

     We just received your $115.00 donation.  It means so much to us.  Because of you, we can  

continue to serve at-risk families, parents, children, students, and seniors.   Your support will       

provide them with nutritious food, emergency assistance, money management education, job   

placement assistance, winter coats, and so much more.  These are the services that help to build 

the bridge to self-confidence and self-sufficiency.  

    We are so lucky to have you as a donor.  Thank you for supporting Friend Inc. and the nearly 

2000 individuals we serve.  We are all in this together, reaching out as friends to make our         

community a better place to live for all of us. 

    Thank you again for your investment in Friend Inc. and your belief that our clients deserve a    

helping hand delivered with dignity and respect.  Please visit us at FriendInc.org and on Facebook 

@FriendInc for information and news about our upcoming projects.  We are here to serve with you. 

             Sincerely, Sandra Wise (Executive Director of Friend Inc.) 

 

Rev. Dr. Katherine Brearley & the Congregation of Longswamp UCC, 

     I wanted to take a moment and thank you for the use of the social hall at Longswamp UCC.  We 

service families all throughout the county and it is nice when we can meet close to their homes.  

Thank you again.   

             Kathy Lashinsky (Family Group Decision Making Unit—Berks County Children & Youth) 



Church Business 

   August 2019 Financial                      

Information 

Income and Expenses 

Member giving  $    4,691.62 

Other income  $    4,579.69 

Total income  $    9,271.31 

Expenses  $ (12,082.55)  

Net income (loss)  $    2,811.24 

Building Fund Expenses  $    2,416.72 

 

Notes from the Treasurer 
 

 

Included in Other income are the lease payment 

from Sprint in the amount of $1,725 and the 

Learning Center facility use payment of $2,245 

and the Learning Center share of the worker’s 

compensation premium in the amount of $608.67. 

Included in expenses is the annual payment for 

the copier maintenance agreement and copy 

overage in the amount of $2,028.68. Included in 

Building Fund expenses are $168 for water     

testing and equipment monitoring, $600 for  

cleaning services, $390.54 for electric, and $737 

for the monthly heating oil budget payment. 

Account Balances (as of 8/31/19) 

General Fund Checking     $    1,806.32 

Contingency Fund Checking $    3,020.65 

Memorial Fund Checking $  12,962.62 

Memorial Fund CD $  10,241.47  

Building Fund Checking  $    3,065.62 

Bereavement Support Forums 

The Lutheran Home, Topton (Deibert Hall, first floor D wing) runs these forums at 10am on the 

Third Tuesday of each month.  Led by The Rev. Dr. Colleen G. Kristula, Chaplain.  The forum is  

followed by refreshments and time for sharing.  There is no fee to attend, but please register at    

610-682-1334.  Weather related cancellations will be recorded at the same number. Forums are 

graciously sponsored by Ludwick Funeral Homes, Topton and Kutztown, PA 

TOPICS:   

October 15, 2019 … Just Not Getting Over It: Depression & Complicated or Unresolved Grief 

November  19, 2019 … Coping with the Holidays 

December 17, 2019 … (7:00pm)… Blue Christmas Worship Service 

 



Longswamp Church 

Planting seeds of faith by teaching,         
sharing and acting on what we believe.   
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Longswamp UCC 

200 Clay Road 

Mertztown, PA 19539 

610.682.6230 

secretary@longswampucc.org 

Visit us on the web at   long-

swampucc.org 
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