
Teaching, sharing and acting on what we believe. 

                           From the Pastor                                     
                                                        Rev. Lynn Shoemaker 

Greetings in this month of expectation!  I thought we could talk a little 

about the Annunciation.  Jesus Christ was born of a line of ancestors 

with three groups of 14 patriarchs, 14 kings, and 14 princes.  The princes 

fought a lot, as we can see in the book of Kings.  God holds before us 

this mirror of sinners that we may know that He is sent to sinners and 

from sinners is willing to be born.   

An angel, Gabriel, makes an amazing announcement to the Virgin Mary.  

The name Gabriel means power.  He was commander in chief of the 

heavenly host, the keeper of the sword, the marshal of the divine        

Majesty.  He could call on 1,000 angels whose radiance would be so dazzling that it would look like 

1,000 suns.  We certainly could not endure this.  The name angel means “a messenger.”   

Mary was the young maiden.  The Hebrew form of the name is Miriam and means “bitter myrrh.”  The 

custom was to name the child from the circumstances of the birth.  At this time, the Jews were very 

bitter and in extreme poverty.   

Mary was one of the downtrodden people---the lowliest.  She was the daughter of a plain man in a 

small town.  She says in her song, “He has regarded the lowly state of his maidservant.”   We don’t 

know if her parents were even alive at this point.  She was probably an orphan.  In the village of   

Nazareth she was a mere servant, tending the cattle and the house.  She was probably about 13-15 

years of age.  

 In today’s world, we would be doing for her as we would want 

done for ourselves - donating food  and goods, giving money 

to help educate our community’s children and attempting to      

educate them  in God’s Word.  We strive to be good ministers  

- giving where we can.  At Christmas, this heart-felt feeling    

overtakes our souls.  Here at Longswamp UCC we will be     

attempting some new ways to accomplish this.  Please stay 

tuned for we ARE good ministers - all.  Merry Christmas!   

   Pastor Lynn 
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A Leadership Update 

Conference News  

The PNEC held its Fall Conference Meeting on Nov. 7th at Good Shepherd Church in Slatedale,    

after first conducting a worship service where Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates was installed as the Settled 

Conference Minister of PNEC.  The meeting was mostly virtual via Zoom, although a small group of 

leaders and presenters (and a team of technology mavens) attended in person.  

Bonnie Bates delivered her “state of the Conference” update.  The year began on fairly firm financial 

standing and a highlight of the year was the Ecumenical Mission Team’s trip to Southern India in 

February.  Then, with the onset of the pandemic, we rapidly transitioned into new territory. Everyone 

became familiar with Zoom, our sanctuaries closed and many meetings, including the Spring       

Conference Meeting, were cancelled, or postponed, as well as Bonnie’s installation (twice). She also 

shared the fact that Associate Conf. Minister Gilberto Garcia-Rodriguez will be leaving the           

Conference at the end of this year.  His position has been supported by a grant which can no longer 

be renewed, and he will return to a pastoral position.  A farewell celebration for Gilberto will be held 

on 12/6/20. 

Some of the agenda for this meeting was actually hold-over reports and business that was originally 

scheduled for the spring meeting: 

•   Rev. Martin Nuscher gave a summary report of the Conference finances for the 2019 fiscal year.              

     He assumed the Treasurer position in 11/19, so he was only beginning to familiarize himself when 

     all the economic impact of the pandemic struck, making his learning curve quite steep. 

•   Another action that would have been part of the spring meeting was to vote on candidates chosen       

     by the Nominating Committee to fill expired terms on the Board, committees, and teams.  Rather      

     than have those positions vacant all these months, hampering the work of the Conference, the          

     Board temporarily appointed those individuals in spring. Now they were placed before the                     

     delegates for a vote to affirm those appointments and that vote was unanimous. 

Regular business for the fall agenda included the following:  

•   Treasurer, Rev. Nuscher, also introduced the proposed operating budget for 2021, which had            

     already been approved by the Conference Board. He highlighted changes from the previous year     

     and offered to address any questions.  A motion to approve it and a second were received, and            

     the motion passed easily.   

•   Since OCWM funding has been diminishing for some while (even before the pandemic), a                 

     Generosity Team was formed by the Board last year to explore ways to augment the Conference    

     income.  One of their actions was to launch a “Friends of the Conference” program that would              

     encourage individual members of the 130 congregations of PNEC to make direct contributions to     

      support the Conference without going through their home church.  This program will be featured      

      more in the newsletter and other communications.  

•      The Committee on Ministry, which oversees and supports Conference pastors, authorizes new          

     pastors, and also supports congregations, offered an amendment to the PNEC Bylaws.   The               

     change loosened the quorum requirements for an Ecclesiastical Council to make it easier to                     

      approve a candidate to Ordination as an Authorized Minister. This change had also been                      

     approved by the Board earlier, and the motion passed the delegates’ vote as well. 

                                                                                                                       [continued on next page….] 

 

 



Conference News Continued…. 

 In response to many months of social unrest and demonstrations, PNEC formed a Racial Justice   

Team recently.  The chair of that Team, Rev. Bob Gutekunst presented a resolution that states        

the Conference’s commitment to becoming a Racial Justice Conference, regardless of the              

length  of time it will take to achieve this identity.  Part of that commitment is to education and         

 working together with interfaith, ecumenical, and community partners toward that end. There           

  was a motion  to that effect, and it passed easily.   

•   Other business included recognitions of new pastors, pastors’ anniversaries of ordination, and            

     pastors who died during the past year.  Also honored were congregations who donated notable            

     support to OCWM, and those which participated in all the special offerings of the UCC, like                  

     Neighbors in Need which LUCC just collected.  

•   Finally, votes were tabulated for the individuals nominated to be delegates to the General Synod       

     meetings in 2021 and 2023.  General Synod is the biennial meeting of the National Church for the 

     purpose of conducting the denomination’s business.  Delegates represent their Conference in the      

     category of Clergy, Laity, or Individuals under 30 years of age, with the laity being the largest            

     category. A total of 13 people will represent Penn Northeast Conference. 

As always, if you have any questions about the work of the PNEC, please feel free to contact Helena 

Lindquist at hklindquist@ptd.net. 

A Leadership Update 

President's Message 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in your faith, so that in the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may be rich in hope.” – Romans 15:13   

It is this same hope that keeps me going during this difficult time.  Since I became president of the 

church board, we have had a pandemic, a pastor retired, we closed the church, we reopened the 

church then we closed the church again, a building manager resigned and the list goes on.  It has 

been a trying time but our hope for the future of our church needs to remain strong!  It is more   

important than ever that we band together as a church family to mold the future of our church.   

It is really important  that we have your attendance at the congregational meeting on Sunday,       

December 13th at 11:15 AM.  We need to approve a budget that has been changed in a major 

way to make way for a full time pastor.  This change is being done in an attempt to save our 

church in the future. If we do not make some major changes in the next decade, we may not be 

able to continue to stay open. We need to fight to save our church for the next generation.   

Please plan to join a conference call at 978-990-5000 Pin Number- 700881. If you should 

have any trouble getting on the line, please call 484-269-4619 or 267-784-0731 on that day and 

we will attempt to patch you through to the conference call. I hope to hear you on the call on the 

13th!   

Laurie Heagy 



Sharing our Faith  

Worship and Music Committee Update 

The worship and music committee continues to meet and try to come up with different worship        

options to reach members even if we can not be together as we usually are.  During the Advent       

season, we are working on trying to schedule a different family each week to light the advent candle 

and do the readings so that you can still see your church family members during our live streaming. 

We are also working on having special music for each week of Advent as well.  

 

Blue Christmas Service 

Wednesday, Dec. 16,  we will be offering a Blue Christmas service at 

the church which will be live-streamed at 7:00 PM.  Blue Christmas, also 

called the Longest Night in the Western Christian tradition, is a day in 

the Advent season marking the longest night of the year.  We recognize that 

the holidays are sometimes "blue" or filled with difficult feelings around    

painful life events such as death, disease, poverty, or abuse.  The worship 

will include opportunities for expression of grief and pain as well as an     

opportunity to focus on the promise of hope and incorporates candlelight, singing and  prayer.   
 

Christmas Eve News! 

Special thanks to the Altar Guild for giving us a beautifully decorated sanctuary for the Advent and 

Christmas season!! 

Even if we are not in person worshiping, we plan to live stream the beautiful 

decor of the church to brighten your holiday season.  We plan to post the 

Christmas Eve service on Facebook and YouTube so it can be viewed 

at any time on 12/24 but the service will be taped on 12/23.   

Special music already planned for Christmas Eve thus far is: Theresa 

Haffner soloist, Jonah Teel on Trumpet,  and Glenn Fisher on Flute!  Tune  

in on YouTube or Longswamp UCC Facebook page and worship on         

demand when you have the time to sit with your family and enjoy the sounds of the season!! 

Longswamp New Year’s Wish 

We have confirmed that whether we are in person or live streaming, we will have the                   

“Langschwammer Nei Yaahrs Winsch” with Mike and Linda Hertzog!     This will be scheduled for 

Sunday, January 24th.  

Please contact the church office if you are not able to use a computer or watch live stream services. 

We will see if we can help you stay connected and watch services in another way.  Contact Dawn in 

the church office.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent


Sharing our Faith  

December Worship & Events 2020 

                                 There are no gathered worship services planned at this time.  

We will be live streaming worship on Facebook every Sunday at 10:15am for those of you who have 

a computer and Facebook.  It will be uploaded after worship to our "Longswamp United Church of 

Christ"  YouTube Channel. 
 

December Calendar Themes & Events:  

Dec. 6 -  Worship 10:15AM - “Messengers of Hope”  

Dec. 7 - Poinsettia orders are due 

Dec. 13 - Worship 10:15AM - “Shouts of Joy” - 11:15AM Congregational Zoom Meeting 

Dec. 15 - January Newsletter articles are due 

Dec. 16 - Worship 7:00PM - Blue Christmas 

Dec. 18 - Social Distance Christmas Caroling 4:00PM 

Dec. 20 - Worship 10:15AM - “Birthing a Promise” - Holy Communion  

Dec. 24 & 25 - OFFICE CLOSED - MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Dec. 27 - Worship 10:15AM - “Long-Awaited Gift”        
 

 

Social Distance Christmas Caroling 

If you are interested in Christmas Caroling to our shut ins, we are going to give this a whirl!!  We plan 

to meet at the church parking lot on Friday, December 18th at 4pm. We will then go in separate cars 

to each location.  We will meet there and sing at a distance from one another outside of the shut in's 

door or window.  Bring a battery-operated candle if you have one. Please contact Ann Miller, Chris 

Freudig, Hope DeIaco or Laurie Heagy for more information or if you would like to make sure your 

loved one gets a visit  from the carolers! 

Door Wreaths 
    Wreaths of live greens found on the exterior of the sanctuary ’s main entrance        

    doors have been purchased with our Family Ministry Fund in memory of the following         

     members of our church family who have entered into eternal rest this past year: 

 Ronald K. Reimert        Jean D. Szoke        Thomas P. Gross        Clark K. Hamm                                

POINSETTIA ORDERS 

If you wish to order a poinsettia for Christmas and to beautify our sanctuary   

for the Christmas Eve Service, please call the office or email Dawn at         

secretary@longswampucc.org to place your order.  We have white or red   

and they are $10.  Please be sure to also let Dawn know who they are in    

honor of or memory of as well.   Orders are due Monday morning, December 7th by 9:30am.   



Teaching What We Believe  
 

Longswamp Learning Center News... 

Experienced Child Care Employees needed                                  

at Longswamp Learning Center! 

Do you or someone you know have experience working in a licensed child care center?  Longswamp 

Learning Center is in great need of experienced child care professionals to join our staff.  Please 

contact Sharon Wetzel, our director, via email (sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com) or by calling 

the LLC office (610-682-9750) to find out more about this wonderful employment opportunity. You’ll 

be glad you did! 

 

LLC Board Needs You! 

Longswamp Learning Center is still in need of one LUCC member to serve as a congregational   

representative on our LLC Board beginning in January 2021.  The purpose of the Longswamp 

Learning Center, which is a longtime mission of LUCC, is to provide quality educational child care 

programs which will benefit each enrolled child, parent or guardian, and the community.  The LLC 

Board meets the first Monday of each month (unless a holiday falls on the 1st Monday).  Please  

contact Jill Shade, Maggie Isamoyer, or Leo Desrosiers if you’re interested in serving in this special 

way.    

 

Longswamp Learning Center Students  

Thank LUCC Active Duty Military and Veterans 

During the first week of November, Longswamp Learning Center’s School-Age Care (SAC) students 

expressed their gratitude to our LUCC members who are currently serving in the military and our  

veterans by writing “Thank You For Your Service” letters.  Our preschool and SAC children created 

beautiful artwork for the soldiers and veterans.  Their letters and artwork were presented to our   

honored members during the Veterans Day service on Sunday, November 8, 2020.  LUCC would 

like to thank Sharon Wetzel, the LLC Director, and the preschool and SAC staff for taking time out of 

their very busy schedules to have the children write the “Thank You For Your Service” letters and 

create the artwork for the veterans.  What a great way for the children to show their appreciation of 

the brave men and women who fought for our country so we can be free! 

 

 

mailto:sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com


             December Local Mission:  

            Longswamp Learning Center                                                            

                    Christmas Wish List 
 

As you may remember, several of our LUCC members purchased                                                

Christmas presents  (toys, books, etc.). for our Longswamp Learning                                                                

Center (LLC) classes last year.  Once again, we would like to  show our support of this very important 

LUCC mission that has existed for 34 years.   We will not have an angel tree set up in the narthex this 

year due to the fact that we want to give all of our LUCC members the opportunity to provide a      

special Christmas present for one of the LLC classes if they so desire and also that we are not having 

in-person worship services for the foreseeable future because of the increase in COVID-19 cases. 

 

Steps to Providing a Christmas Present for a Longswamp Learning Center class: 

1.  Look over the list below of the items (toys, books, art supplies, etc.) that have been requested by              

      the LLC teachers. 

2.  Decide which item(s) you would like to provide for one of the LLC classes. 

3.  If you are interested in providing one of the Christmas presents listed for one of our LLC classes,  

     please contact Jill Shade, our “ACTING” lead, by email (jill.shade@longswampucc.org or      

     jshade114@gmail.com) or by phone (call or text 484-894-0636 - please leave a message if you  

     don’t get to speak with Jill) so that we know who has volunteered to purchase a certain item for  

     one of the LLC classes. (We need to make sure that everybody gets different presents for the  

     LLC classes.) 

4.  Buy the item you chose for one of the LLC classes. 

5.  Wrap the Christmas present you bought for one of the LLC classes.  Also, put a tag on it     

     indicating which LLC class should receive the Christmas present. 

6.  Drop off the Christmas present you’re providing for one of the LLC classes at the church (bell     

     room entrance) between 9:00 AM and 10:00AM (before the worship service) on one of the first 3    

     Sundays in December (Dec. 6, Dec. 13, or Dec. 20) 2020.  You can also call Jill Shade (484-894- 

     0636) or the church office (610-682-6230) to make arrangements to drop off the Christmas      

     present during the week.  (We need to deliver the presents to the LLC classes in time for their  

     Christmas celebrations on Wednesday, December 23, 2020.) 

 

These toys, books, etc. have been requested by the LLC staff for their respective classes:     

 

Nursery (birth to 2 years old)  

1)  Board Books 

2)  Stacking Blocks 

3)  Fisher Price Little People Barn and play set  

                                                                                                                                          [Continued on next page] 

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 

mailto:jill.shade@longswampucc.org
mailto:jshade114@gmail.com


Acting on Jesus’ Teachings 
Toddlers (2 - 3 years old)   

1)  Push cars or trucks (plastic, medium sized - 12” or larger in size) 

2)  Little Tikes Mini Floor Trampoline (with grab handle)  

3)  High chair for dolls (plastic) 

4)  Baby blankets (used for swaddling dolls) 

5)  Doll carriers (plastic)  

6)  Chunky crayons 

 

Preschool (3 - 5 years old)   

1)  Dollhouse furniture (plastic or wood) 

2)  People (flexible, lifelike) 

3)  Colored Pencils 

4)  Matchbox cars 

5)  Monster trucks and motorcycles 

6)  Large floor puzzles 

  

School-age (Kindergarten - 5th grade) 

1)  Hula hoops 

2)  Board Games (ages 4 - 10 - Guess Who, Candyland, Trouble, Junior Monopoly,  Let's Go Fishing,   

        Operation) 

3)  Pony beads (individual bags or buckets of different colors) 

4)  Fuse Beads (buckets or containers with multiple colors) 

5)  Crayola Markers 

6)  Oil Pastels 

7)  Acrylic Paint kits 

8)  Basket of different colored yarns for finger weaving 

  

Thank you in advance for supporting our Longswamp Learning Center classes. 

 

 

 

Coming Soon to LUCC! 
 

We will once again be participating in the Backpack Buddies program at the 

Brandywine Heights  Elementary School during January 2021.  (LUCC       

participated in this program several times over the past few years, the last time being in December 

2019.)  The Backpack Buddies program has been extremely important over the past few years        

because they use donations of specific individual food items to fill backpacks for the needy children   

to take home so that they have food over the weekend. Watch for a detailed list of individual non-

perishable food items that have been requested by the Brandywine Heights Elementary School in    

the January 2021 newsletter!  Please keep in mind that hunger doesn’t end on Friday for the needy 

children of our community!  

 



CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

The church office will be closed on Thursday, December 24th & Friday, December 

25th  & Thursday, December 31st & Friday, January 1st.                                               

For non-emergency messages, please leave a message on the church answering machine.                                          

For pastoral emergencies, please call Pastor Lynn’s cell phone 717-836-2050.  

 Church Office Updates... 

Dawn will be in the office only a few days a week, otherwise she will be working from home, per 

the Governor’s orders.  If needing to see Dawn or to get into the office, please call the office first.   

Masks will need to be worn.  The Bell Room will be open to drop off your offering, food pantry 

items, mission offering/items, and Radcliffe receipts.  Also, you may pick up a hymnal or a hard 

copy of the newsletter.  The office phone number is 610-682-6230.  

Food Pantry Donations:  The Brandywine Food Pantry is open and still supplying food for those 

in need in our area.  They are in need of everything.  Please consider donating and dropping off 

any items in the marked basket in the Bell Room. 

Radcliffe’s Receipts: Please remember to drop off your Radcliffe’s receipts in the marked box in 

the Bell Room.  This is a very easy way to assist your church. Please do not roll them up as it is  

difficult to tally the amounts since they won’t lay flat. 

Hymnal pickup:  If you wish to sing-along in your home while watching the live streaming.  

Giving Updates...    

Thank you to all members for your continuing generosity during this time of uncertainty. Please be 

assured that your giving is being received, counted, deposited and credited to each member. The 

church is continuing to pay staff and pay operating expenses that are still incurred even with the 

shutdown. Your continued giving is still very much needed and you have our thanks and gratitude 

in advance. The church will be here for you.  

Ways to get your weekly offering to the church... 

1. Electronic Giving -  Go to our website www.longswampucc.org and at the top of the page click 

the “Give” block and you can enter your information safely and securely. 

2. Mail it to the church office at 200 Clay Road, Mertztown, PA 19539 

3. Drop off in the Bell Room on Tuesdays (9am-12pm) in the metal box marked “OFFERING” to 

the left of the door upon entering Bell Room.  

Family & Community Updates  



 Weather Updates… 

 Check WFMZ for cancellations 

  Check Longswamp UCC Facebook page    

  Stay safe 

LUCC E-mail List 

If you would like to be added to our e-mail list to 

receive the monthly newsletter or other important 

notifications, please email your address to Dawn 

at secretary@longswampucc.org . 

Your 2020 Giving Statements 

Thank you for all of your generous gifts that helped us to teach, share and act on the teachings of  

Jesus this year! Please note that for your income tax purposes, all giving envelopes must be received 

in the church office by December 31st in order to receive credit on your 2020 giving statement.  

Please call the church office (610-682-6230) or email (secretary@longswampucc.org) if you would 

like your giving statement.  Also, let us know if you prefer it to be emailed or mailed to you. 

2021 Offering Envelope Books 

Offering envelope books for 2021 will be available for members to 

pick up in the Bell room after Christmas or if you wish for them to be 

mailed, please call the church office.  The books include weekly         

envelopes, monthly envelopes for Our Church’s Wider Mission and    

special missions, as well as envelopes for Lent, Ash Wednesday,       

Advent and Christmas Eve. If you do not receive envelopes and would like to have a book, please 

contact the church office. Offering envelopes that were not picked up in 2020 will be removed from 

the envelope database. Questions, please call the church office. Your generosity is greatly         

appreciated. 

Veterans Christmas Wreath Project Sponsors: 

      Vern & Jill Shade                      (4)  - In Honor and Memory of All Veterans 

      Willard & Ann Mabry                 (1) - In Memory of David W. Mabry   

      Rev. Lynn Shoemaker              (2) - In Memory of Harold Shoemaker & Wetzel ancestor 

 

 Longswamp Troop 575 is very thankful for the continuing support of the Longswamp UCC Members 

to help with the Veteran Wreath Project.  The funds are used to purchase new replacement wreaths 

as they weather and decorations to refurbish existing wreaths.  This project to beautify the         

cemetery and remember our veterans would not be possible without your support. 

Family & Community Updates  



Family & Community Updates  

Thank you Notes… 

Longswamp UCC & Pastor Lynn, 

     I would like to express my sincere appreciation for all the cards, phone calls, and prayers during 

my recent heart attack and surgery.  It meant a lot to me.  Sincerely, Bob Fritz 

  

A Successful November Food Sale! 

   Our November 14th Food Sale Pick Up Day was indeed a    

success! The center aisle of our church and some of the pews 

were filled with Chow Chow and Pickled Red Beet Jars. Plastic 

containers of Apple Dumplings, Linzer Tortes, Pumpkin Rolls, 

Black Bottom Cupcakes, Nut Tassies, Choc. Chip Cookies,     

Cut-out Cookies, and Peanut Butter Cookies, filled more tables and more pews. Some plastic      

containers of Turkey Corn Noodle Soup and Beef Vegetable Soup filled some coolers.                 

Unfortunately, due to a kitchen refrigerator malfunction, the majority of the soups could not be sold. 

We apologize to those people who ordered our delicious soups and could not take any soup home.     

    Over 65 people drove to Longswamp UCC between 11 AM and 2:00 PM and picked up and 

payed for their Food Sale Orders. Cars pulled up to the front door of Longswamp Church where 

their orders were brought out to their cars by our busy Food Sale workers. We heard that some  

people were sending their cookies out of state to Georgia and California! 

   THANK YOU SO MUCH to our Worship & Music Committee members Hope DeIaco, Chris 

Freudig, Laurie Heagy, Ann Miller, and Pastor Lynn Shoemaker for organizing the Food Sale, taking 

orders, making Chow Chow and Pickled Beets, making Turkey Corn Noodle and Beef Vegetable 

soups, and for baking Apple Dumplings, Linzer Tortes, Pumpkin 

Rolls, Black Bottom Cupcakes, Nut Tassies, Chocolate Chip 

Cookies, Cut-out Cookies, Peanut Butter Cookies and thanks to 

all those special elves who assisted our bakers. Thanks also to 

the bakers of Christi Hill and her husband, Karen Friedly, and 

Theresa Haffner. Thanks also to our cashier, Bob Friedly, 

and Leo Desrosiers, and Diane Shoemaker. 



Family & Community Updates  

Church Staff  

Supply Pastor -  Rev. Lynn  Shoemaker                    

lynn@longswampucc.org                     

717-836-2050 

Organist & Choir Director -                  

Ann Mabry Miller                                   

willann@ptd.net 

Office Administrator & Newsletter Editor-

Dawn Strunk                                       

secretary@longswampucc.org            

610-682-6230 

Evening Housekeeper -  (Mon.—Thurs.)                   

Nancy Weymouth 

LLC Director - Sharon Wetzel            

sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com 

610-682-9750 

Church Board President - Laurie Heagy   

laurie@longswampucc.org                   

610-682-4735 

Maintenance Manager Needed: 

     We are looking for a Maintenance Manager for our 

campus. This is a perfect job for a handy man or 

woman looking for a part time job! 

10-15 hours per week. Basic Maintenance and      

repairs for the church and daycare are needed.      

Interfaces with outside contractors, supervises   

cleaning staff, ordering supplies and restocking.  

Must be able to lift up to 40 pounds and climb ladders 

and stairs. Must pass all required background checks 

per the Department of Human Service. Interested        

applicants should send a resume or letter of interest 

to 200 Clay Road, Mertztown, Pa 19539 to the        

attention of the church board or call the church office 

at 610-682-6230. 

   

  December Birthdays              &           December Anniversaries  
  1   Dean Shoemaker                                           Dec. 11, 1982 Jill & Vern Shade  

  3   Jonah Teel                                                     Dec. 24, 1966 Gail & Francis Zettlemoyer            

  4  Doris Epting                                                   Dec. 26, 1970 Carol & Jack Ivey 

  5  Timothy Reichel                                             Dec. 27, 1986 Kimberly & Reynolds Jenkins, Jr. 

  7  Roxanne Reimert                                                    Dec. 30, 2018 Briana & Adam Hapenovich 

13  Diane Shoemaker                                                  

17  Zoe Rachor 

19  Allison Hengst 

20  Willard Miller, Florence Vangeri 

21  Pamela Dierolf 

27  Linda Davis 

31  Susan Sterner, Derek Strunk, William Weller                    



Church Business 

October 2020 Financial          

Information 

Income and Expenses 

Member giving  $    4,307.53 

Other income  $    4,651.20 

Total income  $    8,958.73 

Expenses  $   (7,792.97)  

Net income (gain)  $    1,165.76 

Building Fund expenses  $    3,181.16 

 

Notes from the Treasurer 
 

 

Included in Other income are the lease payment 

from Sprint in the amount of $1,725, the Learning 

Center facility use payment of $2,023 and       

Workers’ Compensation premium reimbursement 

from the Learning Center in the amount of 

$853.20.  Included in General Fund expenses is 

the Workers’ Compensation premium in the 

amount of $1,016.60. Included in Building Fund 

expenses are $342.86 for electric service, $352 for 

heating oil budget payment, and $2,486.30 for the 

annual HVAC maintenance contract.  

Account Balances (as of 10/31/2020) 

General Fund Checking     $ 33,319.55 

Contingency Fund Checking $   3,021.04 

Memorial Fund Checking $ 11,680.20 

Memorial Fund CD $ 10,253.42  

Building Fund Checking  $ 10,240.37 

 Holiday Shoppers…     

      Sign up for             

Amazon Smile! 

As you begin holiday shopping online, remember 

to use Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com)! If you 

do, Amazon will   donate 0.5% of the price of your 

eligible Amazon purchases (at no extra cost to 

you) to LUCC. Here’s how to enroll: 

 Go to smile.amazon.com 

 Type and select “Longswamp United Church     

       of Christ” in  the search box 

 You can begin shopping to help support our        

       Church! 

Note: In order for LUCC to receive credit, you 

must begin each shopping experience at 

www.smile.amazon.com. Please email             

secretary@longswampucc.org with any          

questions.  

JANUARY 2021                                         

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

Tuesday, December 15th   

Please have all articles to the church    

office by this date.  

Message from the Treasurer 

A sincere thank you to all church members 

who have continued your faithful giving of 

your treasure. It is always appreciated and 

even more so during these challenging times. 

Please note that Advent and Christmas Eve 

envelopes are included in your offering        

envelope packets. You may send them to the 

church or drop them in the designated box in 

the Bell Room.  
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Wishing you and yours a very   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


