Teaching, sharing and acting on what we believe.
From the Pastor
Rev. Lynn Shoemaker

Pastor Kelly O’Neall states, "Lent is a significant season in the
life of the churches. She wrote a book entitled “Paths the Master
Trod." The book was written in 1951, one year before I was
born. I believe Lent celebrated more in those days.. The writer of the forward writes, "To the
Protestant Christian, the observance of Lent is meaningful in the degree to which it leads him [or her]
into personal fellowship with Christ."
I can understand both views. Lent always has been and still is significant in the church. Yes, there
were more worshipers at that time, but it is also true that each of us will largely determine how much
meaning and significance it has for us by how much we put into its observance so that it might lead
us more fully into our fellowship with Christ.
We enter into another Lent this month. After the glory of the Transfiguration, celebrated on March 3,
we will move directly to the solemnity of Ash Wednesday on March 6.

O’Neall also writes writes of the observance of Lent by offering a number of the ways one might do
so: "...self-denial or service or daily meditation and prayer..." Pastors used to take for granted, I think,
that most members of the congregation would be doing something of this sort during lent. Were they
kidding themselves? – I know most of you won’t be making big changes in your lives during Lent, but
I pray that some of you will change some habits to live in hope and a deeper relationship with the
Lord. It seems right, like we should do more. Jesus made this life for us. So, "whether by self-denial
or service or daily meditation and prayer" or more intentional worship attendance or additional
Wednesday night worship attendance or by whatever means -
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may you this season observe Lent more fully and so grow in your

knowledge and love of God.
In God’s Love, Pastor Lynn

MARCH 2021
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Tuesday, February 16th
Please have all articles to the church office by this date.

A Leadership Update
Search Committee
Greetings to everyone from the Search Committee. We want to give you an update on our search for
a full time pastor for our church.
Since our last update SC has had a mock interview with a pastor from the Conference. The purpose
of the interview was to ensure the committee was ready to begin pastoral interviews. In preparation
for the mock interview we spent quite a bit of time on developing questions that we felt would shed
light on the type of pastor you all were seeking. The mock interview went well and so we have begun
receiving candidate profiles from the Conference. As of this writing we have received a total of 6
candidate profiles. We have decided not to interview 3 of the candidates, have just received 2 new
profiles and are in the process of interviewing 1 individual.
The SC has continued to meet almost weekly with a one week break at Christmas time. We are
working to get through these candidates as quickly as possible. The entire selection process will go
as follows:






initial Zoom interview
electronic online review of church services and social media
employment/reference and background checks
2nd face to face interview
neutral pulpit visit (the candidate will conduct a service at a neutral site where SC will observe)

 recommendation to Church Board
 recommendation by Church Board at Congregational Meeting
 Congregational Vote (Must have at least 90% affirmative vote)
(Of course, SC may discontinue the process at any point prior to a recommendation to Church
Board.)
We are unsure how long this process will take. We suspect there will be twists and turns along the
way. Certainly COVID has not made this process any easier.
We continue to seek your prayers for discernment such that we may choose that person that God
has chosen to lead us into the future.
Should anyone have any questions or concerns feel free to contact any of us on the committee.
May the Peace of Christ be with You Always,
Will Miller, Chair
willann@ptd.net
484-358-6786

Search Committee Members:
Chris Freudig
Hope DeIaco
Theresa Haffner-Stearns
Maggie Isamoyer
Will Miller
Vern Shade

A Leadership Update
Conference News
The Conference has had both a Board meeting in Nov. and an Executive Committee meeting in
December since the last newsletter article. So, this article will update you on both meetings.
We discussed a final wrap up of the Fall Conference Meeting and have begun to start planning
for the next Conference-wide meeting on April 17th. The theme will be Interfaith Relationships and
will hopefully offer workshops, even though it will also be a virtual meeting.
PNEC‘s finances continue to be stable as the books were just closed for 2020 on January 15th.
The new “Friends of The Conference” effort launched at the fall meeting, which encourages financial
support from individual members of the churches, has gotten off to a strong start with a current
balance of more than $5,000. The Generosity Committee, which launched the program, has set a
goal of $30,000 by the end of the year, and hopes to increase it over the next five years so
eventually it will add $90,000 to the operating budget each year. For those interested in donating to
this effort, there is more information on the conference website at pnec.org.
The Board has received reports from sub-groups that conducted surveys assessing the success
of the implementation of the Governance and Ministry structure and an evaluation of the Ministry
Programs of PNEC. Those who serve on the ministry teams indicated in the survey responses they
felt they were making good progress toward their goals, despite the challenges encountered due to
the pandemic and its restrictions. The Governance and Ministry surveys indicated that the new
structure was working well, but many also included suggestions for further tweaking that would make
it even more productive. Most of those suggestions centered around more direct interaction and
joint planning between the Board and the ministry teams. That idea will be pursued at the Board
Orientation session planned for the spring.
Meanwhile, the Ministry Teams are developing action steps to work toward conference goals
established by the Board over the next two years. Bonnie Bates mentioned that, in addition to the
newly established PNEC Racial Justice Ministry, which is developing educational opportunities to
understand these issues in more depth, there is also a Mental Health Ministry team forming at the
Conference. It will also offer educational information as well as ways congregations could support
local organizations providing services for these clients.
The Board voted to become a sponsor of the 2021 General Synod meeting this summer in the
amount of $1000 at the request of the Office of Philanthropy, Technology, Identity and
Communication of the National Church. This will be a virtual meeting so PNEC will not be providing
any support toward travel expenses for our delegates to attend, and this sponsorship will come out
of the money that might have been spent there. And it also approved with regret the closing of Hope
UCC in Allentown.
Bonnie delivered the joyful news after many months of staying with their son and his family and
repeated hospital stays, including weeks in ICU with COVID -19, her husband, Steve, was well
enough to come home to Allentown between Thanksgiving and Christmas.
As always, if you have any questions about the work of the PNEC, please feel free to contact
Helena Lindquist at hklindquist@ptd.net.

Sharing our Faith
February Worship & Events 2021
There are no gathered worship services planned at this time.
The Church Board will re-evaluate resuming in-person worship monthly. Thank you for your patience
and understanding.
We will continue live streaming worship on Facebook every Sunday at 10:15am. It will be uploaded
after worship to our "Longswamp United Church of Christ" YouTube Channel.
February 2021 Calendar Themes & Events:
Feb. 7 - Worship 10:15AM - “Source of Strength”
Feb. 14 - Worship 10:15AM - “Compassionate Community” - Valentine’s Day - LoveFeast with
special guest Glenn Fisher
Feb. 16 - March Newsletter articles are due
Feb. 21 - Worship 10:15AM - “God’s Loving Paths”: Holy Communion
Feb. 28 - Worship 10:15AM - “Always Close”

Church Office Reminders...
Dawn is in the office only a few days a week, otherwise she is working from home. If needing to see
Dawn or to get into the office, please call the office first. Masks will need to be worn. The Bell Room
will be open to drop off your offering, food pantry items, mission offering/items, and Radcliffe receipts.
Also, you may pick up your offering envelopes, a hymnal or a hard copy of the newsletter. The office
phone number is 610-682-6230 or email Dawn at secretary@longswampucc.org.
Food Pantry Donations: The Brandywine Food Pantry is open and still supplying food for those in
need in our area. They are in need of everything. Please consider donating and dropping off any
items in the marked basket in the Bell Room.
Radcliffe’s Receipts: Please remember to drop off your Radcliffe’s receipts in the marked box in the
Bell Room. This is a very easy way to assist your church.
Hymnal pickup: If you wish to sing-along in your home while watching the live streaming.
Newsletter pickup: If you wish to have a newsletter emailed or mailed to you, please call the
church office.
Offering Envelopes pickup: The envelopes are in a box by the bell in alphabetical order.
Please call the office if you do not see yours or if you would like them mailed to you.

Ways to get your weekly offering to the church...
1. Electronic Giving - Go to our website www.longswampucc.org and at the top of the page click the
“Give” block and you can enter your information safely and securely.
2. Mail it to the church office at 200 Clay Road, Mertztown, PA 19539
3. Drop off in the Bell Room weekdays (6:30am-5:30pm) in the metal box marked “OFFERING” to
the left of the door upon entering Bell Room.

Teaching What We Believe
Longswamp Learning Center News...
LLC Board Welcomes A New Member!
We are thrilled to report that we now have a full 5-person LLC Board for
the first time since September 2018. Barbara Weaknecht recently volunteered to serve on the
LLC Board beginning in January. She was appointed to serve as a congregational representative
at the Church Board meeting on Sunday, January 17, 2021. Welcome to the LLC Board, Barbara!

Congratulations to our 2021 LLC Board Officers!
The Longswamp Learning Center Board started the new year by electing officers at our meeting on
Monday, January 4, 2021. Jill Shade was elected President for the third consecutive year and
Cindy Masenheimer, one of our new LLC Board members, was elected Secretary.
Congratulations, Cindy and Jill!

Penguin Day at LLC!
The children and staff of Longswamp Learning Center celebrated
Penguin Day on Wednesday, January 20, 2021, by wearing black
and white.
The Older Toddler (2-year-olds) class made penguin headbands,
fed penguins by matching colored goldfish to the correct colored
penguin, caught fish, and ate goldfish crackers for snack.
The Preschool class counted pebbles, practiced the penguin
waddle, measured penguins, painted penguins and had a yummy
blue Jello (representing water) and Swedish fish snack.

Penguin Paintings by the LLC Preschool class

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings

LUCC’s “Acting” Ministry Theme for 2021 Sharing God’s Love With Others and Growing in Our Faith!
Local Mission - December 2021
Christmas Presents for Longswamp Learning Center
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you to our members who gave a total of
$75.00 in monetary donations to be used for Christmas presents for
our Longswamp Learning Center. We used that money to purchase
Eric Carle stacking blocks for the Infant and Young Toddler classes
and a mini floor trampoline for the Older Toddler class. The Older
Toddlers have had lots of fun jumping on the trampoline! Thank you
for these extra Christmas presents.

Local Mission - January 2021
Backpack Buddies Program - Brandywine Heights Elementary School
Our LUCC congregation kicked off the New Year by sharing God’s love with others in our community
as we supported the Backpack Buddies Program at Brandywine Heights Elementary School in
Topton. A HUGE “THANK YOU” to our LUCC members who very generously donated a variety of
specific individually wrapped/packaged non-perishable food items, gift cards for Giant and Weis
Markets, and/or gave monetary offerings which were then used to purchase more food and gift cards
for these two local grocery store chains for the Backpack
Buddies Program at our local elementary school. Some
of our Longswamp Learning Center families and staff also
participated in our January mission. LUCC did our part to
help the children in our community who are suffering from
food insecurity because we know that hunger doesn’t end
on Friday.

Acting on Jesus’ Teachings
Local Mission - February 2021
Support the Longswamp Boy Scout Troop 575
Did you know that February is Boy Scout Month throughout the United States? It’s time for LUCC to
support our local Longswamp Boy Scout Troop 575. They’ve done many things for our congregation
over the years. Our February mission offerings will be used to provide summer camp scholarships
for the Scouts. Please use your February mission envelope for your contribution supporting Boy
Scout Troop 575. You can either drop off your mission envelope at the church and put it in the locked
Offering Box in the bell room or mail it to the church. Let’s show our support of this outstanding
program in our local area! Keep in mind that we’re helping the leaders of tomorrow!

Family & Community Updates
Thank you Notes…
This “thank you” note was received from Garrett Jenkins, one of our LUCC college students, who is
currently studying at Temple University.
Dear Jill,
After a bunch of weeks at home, I finally made it back to school to pick up the care package. I
was amazed at how many useful school supplies were in there, on top of the awesome snacks and
goodies. The flash drive was a great addition, and I actually really needed one! I thoroughly
enjoyed everything in the container, so I wanted to thank you for that. I genuinely appreciate all that
you did for us college students. Sincerely, Garrett Jenkins
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous donation of $1,270.00 you collected for us. We greatly appreciate
your help and kindness. This donation will help us assist local veterans and heroes in need.
Thank You! Diane C. Yoder, Jarett Yoder Foundation (local Mission November 2020)
Thank you dear church family! All your love and support means the world to me. With Love, Theresa

Deepest Sympathy…
David A. Snyder, Sr., 56, of Longswamp Township, died unexpectedly on Sunday, January
17, 2021 in Lehigh Valley Hospital, Salisbury Township, where he was a patient for five weeks.
He is survived by his loving wife of 32 years, Nancy J. (Hemphill) Snyder, and by his son, David A.
Snyder, Jr., and wife, Amber L. (Pitten), of Allentown, and daughter, Cindy M. Snyder, and boyfriend, Sam T. Kresky, Boise, ID. He was a member of Longswamp UCC. A public viewing was
held on Friday, January 22 in Ludwick Funeral Homes. Burial was in Longswamp Union Cemetery.
Corinne A. Reppert, 97, formerly of Breinigsville, passed away Wednesday, January 20,
2021 at the Lutheran Home of Topton. She was the wife of the late Harold A. Reppert. Survivors
include son Dennis H. and his wife Sandra of Schnecksville. She was a member of Longswamp
UCC, where she taught Sunday School and was a Sunday School Superintendent. Graveside
services were January 26 at Longswamp Cemetery.
Marjorie R. Shoemaker, 88, formerly of Wescosville, died Jan. 30, 2021 in Phoebe Home.
She was the wife of the late Carl W. Shoemaker. Among her survivors daughter, Rev. Lynn
Shoemaker of Macungie. She was a member of Longswamp U.C.C., where she sang on the
choir for many years. Services will be private at the convenience of the family.
Keep their family and friends in your thoughts and prayers.

Family & Community Updates
February Birthdays

&

February Anniversaries

Feb. 1 - Tina Carter
02/14/1988 Tina & Joseph Cirafesi
Feb. 6 - William “Charlie” Lantz
02/16/1968 Hope & Ron DeIaco
Feb. 10 – Jenna Masenheimer
02/24/1979 Stephanie & Edmund Reiss
Feb. 11 – William Isamoyer
Feb. 12 – Sarah Reed
Feb. 15 – Christopher Ward, Paul Weller
Feb. 17 - Beverly Long
Feb. 19 - Robert Reidnauer
Feb. 21 - Jared Steventon
Feb. 23 – Tina Isamoyer, Patricia Kunkle
Feb. 25 - Edmund Reiss
Feb. 26 – Joyce Isamoyer, Ann Miller, Fran Zettlemoyer

Campus/Maintenance
Manager Needed:
We are currently seeking a Campus and Building
maintenance manager part time for 10-15 hours per
week. This is a perfect job for a handy man or
woman looking for a part time job!
Job Duties include: Basic maintenance and repairs
for the church and daycare, following a monthly
schedule of duties and unexpected repairs as needed
by staff. Demonstrates problem solving skills, interfaces with outside contractors, supervises cleaning

staff, responsible for ordering supplies and restocking. Must be able to lift up to 40 pounds and climb
ladders and stairs. Must pass all required background
checks per the Department of Human Service.
Interested applicants should send a resume or letter
of interest to 200 Clay Road, Mertztown, Pa 19539 to
the attention of the church board or call the church
office at 610-682-6230 and leave a name and phone
number.

Church Staff
Supply Pastor - Rev. Lynn Shoemaker
lynn@longswampucc.org
717-836-2050
Organist & Choir Director Ann Mabry Miller
willann@ptd.net
Office Administrator & Newsletter EditorDawn Strunk
secretary@longswampucc.org
610-682-6230
Evening Housekeeper - (Mon.—Thurs.)
Nancy Weymouth
LLC Director - Sharon Wetzel
sharon@longswamplearningcenter.com
610-682-9750
Church Board President - Laurie Heagy
laurie@longswampucc.org
610-682-4735

Family & Community Updates
Pennsylvania's Yellow Dot Program was created to assist citizens
in the "golden hour" of emergency care following a traffic crash
when they may not be able to communicate themselves. Placing a
yellow dot in your vehicle's rear window alerts first responders to
check your glove compartment for vital information to ensure that
you receive the critical medical attention you need.
Email PennDOT at www.yellowdot.pa.gov and complete a
participation form online to have PennDOT mail you a Yellow Dot
kit.

Brandywine Food Pantry
(updated as of January 19, 2021)

In the light of concerns about increased food needs in response to COVID-19
and possible challenges of delivering items to the food bank – please consider
a generous monetary donation. We will keep you posted with information from
the food pantry. You can make out a check to “Brandywine Food Pantry,” and
mail it to Brandywine Food Pantry, c/o St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, 122 W. Franklin St.,
Topton, PA, 19562.
Donated items in “much” need right now: coffee, fruit juices, sugar, flour, mayonnaise,
ketchup, spaghetti sauce, ramen noodles or cup of noodles, beef stew, Chicken-ala-King, canned
meat (such as tuna, chicken breast or Spam), Chef Boyardee style canned items (such as beefaroni,
lasagna, etc.), instant potatoes, pasta or rice sides, snacks of all kinds (cookies, chips, pretzels,
pudding, etc.), shampoo, bar soap, body wash, and laundry detergent.
We do not currently need: corn, green beans, mixed vegetables, or tomato soup.
The pantry is always in need of the following items: Canned fruits: pears, mandarin oranges,
fruit cocktail, applesauce, etc. Canned vegetables: creamed corn, sweet peas, carrots, beets, sliced
potatoes, yams Canned goods: diced tomatoes, tomato sauce Condiments: yellow and brown
mustard, pickles, salad dressings, vinegar, cooking oil Drinks: hot or cold tea, water Extra: peanut
butter, marshmallow fluff, jelly Dry goods: stuffing mix, Rice-a-Roni, ramen noodles, rice Baking
items: cake or brownie mix, frosting Breakfast food: oatmeal, pop tarts, cereal bars Paper products:
tissues, toilet paper, paper towels Personal care items: combs and hairbrushes Cleaning and
disinfectant products: dish soap and laundry detergent. Gluten-free and sugar-free food is also
greatly appreciated.
Please check dates on donated food products. As always, thank you for your support. It is
greatly appreciated.

Church Business
December 2020 Financial Information
Income and Expenses
Member giving

$

7,795.64

Other income

$

4,842.75

Total income

$ 12,638.39

Expenses

$ (5,957.30)

Net income (gain)

$

6,681.09

Building Fund expenses

$

4,215.67

Account Balances (as of 12/31/2020)
General Fund Checking

$ 59,753.82

Contingency Fund Checking

$ 3,021.12

Memorial Fund Checking

$ 5,270.62

Memorial Fund CD

$ 10,253.42

Building Fund Checking

$ 50,542.34

Notes from the Treasurer
Included in Other income are the lease payment
from Sprint in the amount of $1,983.75, the
Learning Center facility use payment of $2,245,
$350 in donations for the Jarett Yoder Foundation,
$75 in donations for the Learning Center monthly
mission and $614 from the November food sale.
Included in General Fund expenses is a donation
in the amount of $1,270 to the Jarett Yoder
Foundation. Included in Building Fund expenses
are $508.35 for electric service, $352 for heating
oil budget payment, $600 for cleaning, $413.99 for
water testing and equipment maintenance,
$450.18 to repair leak at well tank, $875 for
mowing and trimming from September through
November and $790.15 for propane to heat
sanctuary and boy scout cabins.

Church Office Requests
Please call the Church Office at 610-682-6230 or
email Dawn at secretary@longswampucc.org when:


You are in the hospital or prior to going to the hospital (or have a relative call for you). In order
for the pastor to visit, someone needs to inform the church or use church code #451



You are confined to your home for an extended period of time because of illness or accident;



You are going to a rehab center or a nursing home;



There is a change in your family status (birth, death, marriage, or divorce);



You move to a new home, move out of the area, or go away to college or graduate school;



You schedule a meeting or an event of a group or committee. In an effort to be open and
communicative with everyone, we would like to include all scheduling on the Church Calendar.

Longswamp Church

Longswamp UCC

Planting seeds of faith by teaching,
sharing and acting on what we believe.

200 Clay Road
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Longswamp UCC
200 Clay Road
Mertztown, PA 19539

Mertztown, PA 19539
610.682.6230
secretary@longswampucc.org

Visit us on the web at
longswampucc.org
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